ULTIMATE   COMPENSATION*

Compensation has already beeen mentioned in the
notes above. If we do bring the new spirit into the
community, it is quite clear that the fixing of the precise
rates of ultimate compensation will not be the most
important of all the problems that will confront us at
the end of the war.

But the argument of those who would say that the
owners never had any right to any property anyway so
why should they be compensated at all must be firmly
rejected. It must be rejected very largely because,
without knowing precisely why, nine-tenths of the
people who do not own any property to speak of
would reject it as being unfair, and it is most important
that the new society shall not be thought unfair.

There is, however, a better reason. What is meant
by the assertion that the owners never had any right?
The individual owner did not make the rules of the
society in which he found himself. Society as a whole
made the rules, and held out to each man that they
were the proper rules, and he worked under those rules
accordingly.

Now society as a whole has every right to alter the
rules at any time. The alteration in the rules, though
beneficial to society as a whole, cannot fail to be painful
to those individuals who were getting the best of the
play by obeying the old rules, and society owes it to
these individuals to protect them so far as possible
against the resulting pains.

This does mean that those who are now owners of
property which passes into common ownership will have
to receive, out of the common pool, a rather higher
income than others. It will be hard indeed for the com-